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the question: What kind of America do 
my Republican colleagues and the 
President envision for our future? One 
where the investor class thrives, but 
the majority of working-class Ameri-
cans suffer? One where our environ-
ment provides temporary profits, but 
irreparable harm? One where we make 
a promise to seniors while they work 
hard to build and sustain our economy, 
but, upon retirement, snatch away 
their investments, along with any safe-
ty net? 

Mr. Speaker, I envision a different 
America. I envision an America where 
an honest day’s work, no matter where 
you clock in, deserves a living wage. I 
envision an America where my grand-
daughter, Kamryn, will make the same 
amount as your grandson for the same 
work. I envision an America where we 
double down on our investment in pub-
lic education, and where we double 
down on our investment in this coun-
try’s future. I envision a country where 
commonsense gun legislation limits 
the opportunity for tragedy to strike 
in our schools and churches at the 
hands of hatred and bigotry. 

The America I am working toward is 
an America that celebrates the rich-
ness of our diversity, seeks to right 
past wrongs, an America to be envied. 

Mr. Speaker, I refuse to concede that 
we were too divided along this aisle 
that we can’t create new, good-paying 
jobs, educate our kids, train our work-
ers, create jobs for those workers, and 
create an America ripe with new oppor-
tunity for all. 

Mr. Speaker, the America I envision, 
the America I believe in, the America 
that we deserve is within our reach. 
Unfortunately, that America is threat-
ened, ignored, and displaced with this 
President’s budget proposal. 

So, again, I ask this question of the 
President and of my Republican col-
leagues who will support this callous 
and shameful budget proposal: What 
kind of America do you envision, and 
when will you stand up and fight for 
the America we all deserve? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MIMI WALTERS of California). Members 
are reminded to address their remarks 
to the Chair and that it is not in order 
to introduce occupants in the gallery 
to the House. 

f 

BIG BANK BAILOUTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, in my 29 years in Congress, 
the issue on which I heard the most 
from constituents in the shortest time 
was on the big bank bailouts of several 
years ago. 

When that was before us, I received 
6,600 emails in one weekend just in my 
Washington office from Friday, when 
the office closed, until Monday, when 
we opened back up. This, of course, was 
in addition to the many thousands of 
phone calls, letters, and emails that 

came in during the week before and the 
week after. 

I opposed that big bank bailout, but, 
of course, extremely big business won 
again and the Congress voted for the 
bailout. 

Three years ago, in 2014, I wrote the 
following in a newsletter to my 760,000 
constituents: 

‘‘A few weeks ago, George Mason 
University released a report saying 
that ‘since the financial crisis, U.S. 
banking assets and deposits have con-
tinued to consolidate in a handful of 
large banks.’ The five largest banks 
now hold 44 percent of U.S. banking as-
sets compared to 23.5 percent in early 
2000. Liberals in Congress passed the 
Dodd-Frank law, which I opposed, sup-
posedly to get back at the banks that 
caused our most recent financial trou-
bles. The George Mason report also 
said the Dodd-Frank law is ‘dispropor-
tionately burdensome to small banks’ 
and ‘creates a market expectation that 
designated firms are too big to fail.’ 
Columnist Veronique de Rugy wrote 
that ‘the number of small banks has 
dropped dramatically over the years,’ 
and this has been ‘driven by regulatory 
burdens that make it hard and expen-
sive for small banks to survive.’ I have 
been told by several east Tennessee 
bankers that, unfortunately, their fast-
est-growing departments have been 
their regulatory compliance sections. 
The more any business or industry 
comes under Federal regulation, the 
more it ends up being dominated by ex-
tremely big business.’’ 

Now, to update what I wrote in 2014. 
According to the Congressional Re-
search Service, 1,744 banks have ceased 
to exist since the passage of Dodd- 
Frank. Many of those have been forced 
to merge with a bigger bank because 
they simply were not able to keep up 
with all the rules, regulations, and red 
tape of Dodd-Frank and the resulting 
compliance costs. 
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Even worse, 203 small banks have 
failed—been forced out of business by 
Big Government—with a resulting huge 
loss of jobs and lost investment by 
stockholders. In addition, nationally, 
160 credit unions have closed. Either 
they failed or were forced to consoli-
date with a bigger credit union. Thus, 
Dodd-Frank, as most Federal regu-
latory legislation, ended up helping the 
big giants and hurting the little guys— 
the smallest banks and credit unions. 

In a study by Hester Peirce and Rob-
ert Greene, the authors wrote: ‘‘Regu-
latory compliance can be a particular 
challenge for small banks with limited 
compliance expertise. Regulatory ex-
penses absorb a larger percentage of 
small banks’ budgets than of their 
larger counterparts’ budgets. As finan-
cial regulation has increased, so has 
banking concentration. The Dodd- 
Frank Act, passed in 2010, imposes a 
new set of regulations that are dis-
proportionately burdensome to small 
banks. Moreover, by designating the 

largest financial institutions as ‘sys-
temically important,’ Dodd-Frank cre-
ates a market expectation that des-
ignated firms are too big to fail and 
generates funding and other competi-
tive advantages for the largest U.S. 
banks.’’ 

Liberals, Madam Speaker, often 
claim that they are for the little guys, 
and most Federal laws are well in-
tended. But there is a saying to ‘‘be-
ware of the tyranny of good inten-
tions.’’ Every industry that is highly 
federally regulated almost ends up in 
the hands of a few big giants. 

Federal regulators should start try-
ing to help out the smallest business 
instead of always ending up helping ex-
tremely big business. That is some-
thing that happens in almost every 
business and industry in this country, 
and it needs to be reversed. 

f 

REMEMBERING RICHARD WILBUR 
COLLINS III 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. BROWN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Madam 
Speaker, Richard Wilbur Collins III 
was ready to graduate from Bowie 
State University yesterday. He just 
finished Army ROTC, was airborne 
qualified, and was just commissioned a 
second lieutenant in the United States 
Army’s intelligence branch. His father 
is a Navy veteran, and Richard wanted 
to follow in his footsteps and commit 
his life to serving our Nation. He was 
ambitious and driven. His calling was 
to protect our country and to do what 
is right and just. 

He loved soccer and lacrosse. He was 
the top runner in his ROTC unit. His 
Facebook page was filled with selfies 
with his friends. He was active in his 
church. His friends and family said 
that he had a loving and giving heart 
and would go out of his way to try and 
help others. 

On Saturday morning, while waiting 
for an Uber ride with two friends at the 
University of Maryland, he was ap-
proached by another student who de-
manded that he ‘‘Step left. Step left if 
you know what is best for you.’’ Rich-
ard simply replied, ‘‘no.’’ The other 
student stabbed him in the chest and 
fled. Richard died in the hospital. His 
bright future was stolen. His parents 
were robbed of their son. Our hearts 
are broken. 

This tragedy exposes a dangerous ris-
ing tide. This incident was not some 
random act of violence. It was a hei-
nous, despicable, and unprovoked crime 
of hate. 

Richard Collins’ murderer—who was 
from a middle class family, who hung 
out at the student union and library— 
was a member of a racist neo-Nazi 
group called Alt-Reich Nation. He was 
not some outsider. He was a home-
grown terrorist who was radicalized on 
the university campus. 

What is most troubling is this isn’t 
the first incident of hate at the Univer-
sity of Maryland. This academic year 
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alone, there have been anti-immigrant 
chalkings, racist fliers, threats, and, 
less than a month ago, there was a 
noose found inside a campus fraternity 
house. 

But this isn’t just a troubling trend 
at the University of Maryland. There 
has been an unprecedented spike in 
racist and hate activity on campuses 
since November. Posters at the Univer-
sity of Texas implored students to re-
port any and all illegal aliens, that 
America is a White nation. Another 
flier, with swastikas, at UCLA read, in 
part: ‘‘the hordes of our enemies from 
the Blacks to the Jews are deserving of 
fates of violence.’’ 

Hate watch groups have tracked 150 
racist incidents on college campuses in 
33 States since the fall. Just a year 
ago, it was such a rarity that no one 
was even counting. 

Peddlers of hate are specifically tar-
geting college campuses, declaring that 
their time has come, and trying to lure 
students with slogans like ‘‘serve your 
people’’ and ‘‘our destiny is ours.’’ 
They are working to translate their on-
line activism to real-world action, and 
young people are prime targets, in 
part, because they are still figuring out 
who they are and what they believe. 

One would have to be purposefully 
obtuse to not see a direct line from the 
recent elections to the emboldening of 
these perpetrators across the country. 
Longtime White supremacist Jared 
Taylor described the November elec-
tion result as a ‘‘sign of rising White 
consciousness’’ and that ‘‘now is the 
time to press our advantage in every 
way possible.’’ 

So, today, I am calling on the admin-
istration—that has repeatedly failed to 
denounce the hate crimes directed at 
Jews, members of the LGBT commu-
nity, or immigrants—to denounce the 
hate-fueled killing of a Black soldier, 
Second Lieutenant Richard Collins. 

The reaction to Collins’ murder is 
often formulaic. We extend our condo-
lences and sympathies, call the killing 
a senseless tragedy, and proclaim that 
we won’t tolerate these incidents. That 
is not good enough. If this escalation of 
hate is going to end in Maryland and 
across the country, it will be because 
all of us take a stand not only against 
the hard right and hate festering on 
campus, but to leaders who have been 
too content to remain silent and look 
the other way. 

Hate speech is not protected. Encour-
aging open academic debate cannot 
lead to inaction that creates a breeding 
ground for prejudice, discrimination, 
and violent hatred on our college cam-
puses or anywhere. 

Campuses should adopt successful 
strategies: 

Consider zero-tolerance policies for 
hateful speech and acts of racism. 
Maybe if students know that they will 
be expelled for spreading racial slurs 
online, they will think twice; 

Replicate the University of Massa-
chusetts. They have a hate SWAT team 
that counters hateful messages 

through an early alert system, a 
counter-messaging response team, and 
counselors on call; 

Or promote more diverse voices in 
the faculty and staff. 

Pretending that the murder of Rich-
ard Collins in cold blood is an isolated 
incident will only make the situation 
worse. Diversity and unity—that 
American melting pot that is the foun-
dation of our Nation—can only happen 
when the country does a better job con-
fronting hate in all forms. We cannot 
simply start when students arrive on 
campus. 

In the absence of real change, we 
take to the streets; we protest; we hold 
vigils. But Richard Collins deserves 
better. Our children deserve better. Let 
us work together, and let’s not wait for 
another tragedy. 

Farewell and Godspeed, Lieutenant 
Collins. 

f 

A CALL TO NATIONAL SERVICE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, while I put up a couple of 
charts here, the most noticeable one is 
I want to make everybody aware that 
tomorrow morning at 9 a.m. we will 
unveil ACTION, a call to national serv-
ice. It will be carried live streaming on 
YouTube tomorrow morning, May 25, 
at 9 a.m. 

The first poster that I have up here is 
of General McChrystal. Tomorrow 
morning, JOHN LEWIS, DORIS MATSUI, 
JOE KENNEDY, our Senate lead Senator 
JACK REED from Rhode Island, and 
General McChrystal, among others, 
will be at our bill introduction and 
rollout. 

General McChrystal has said that we 
need to create a culture of service, 
where we are all vested in our Nation’s 
future and feel a shared sense of re-
sponsibility not only to our Nation, but 
to each other. 

General McChrystal also said, as was 
outlined in The Atlantic Monthly, that 
you don’t have to wear a military uni-
form to serve your country. But cer-
tainly wearing a military uniform in 
serving your country is an honor, and 
we commend those men and women 
who serve for what they do for our 
country. But many among them, in-
cluding reservists and the National 
Guard, are not often eligible for the GI 
Bill, yet they have done tours of duty 
and served their Nation extraordinarily 
well. 

This Monday, Memorial Day, would 
be the 100th birthday of John Fitz-
gerald Kennedy. It is hard to believe 
that so youthful, so vital, so gracious, 
so eloquent, and so charismatic a lead-
er was taken from us at such a young 
age. Yet it was he who gave us this 
great vision when, in his inaugural ad-
dress, he said to the citizens of this 
country: ‘‘In your hands, my fellow 
citizens, more than mine, will rest the 

final success or failure of our course. 
Since this country was founded, each 
generation of Americans has been sum-
moned to give testimony to its na-
tional loyalty. The graves of young 
Americans who answered the call to 
service surround this globe. 

‘‘Now the trumpet summons us 
again—not as a call to bear arms, 
though arms we need—not as a call to 
battle, though embattled we are—but a 
call to bear the burden of a long twi-
light struggle, year in and year out, 
‘rejoicing in hope, patient in tribu-
lation’—a struggle against the common 
enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, dis-
ease, and war itself.’’ 

Kennedy was speaking of the Nation 
when he said: ‘‘Can we forge against 
these enemies a grand and global alli-
ance, North and South, East and West, 
that can assure a more fruitful life for 
all mankind?’’ 

Then he said to all Americans: ‘‘Will 
you join in that historic effort?’’ 

‘‘And so, my fellow Americans, ask 
not what your country can do for you— 
ask what you can do for your country.’’ 

What we propose in this legislation 
tomorrow we are rolling out is that 
what you can do for your country is 
serve it. Whether in the military, the 
Reserves, or the National Guard, or 
whether in the Peace Corps, 
AmeriCorps, or VISTA, you can serve 
your country; and what your country 
can do for you in return is to help you 
get through college and pay off your 
debt that you have incurred. 

Rise with us, America, and join us to-
morrow as we go on the march and 
make sure that, in the legacy of Presi-
dent Kennedy, we continue to move 
this Nation forward. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 29 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Pastor Becky Tirabassi, Viewpoint 
Church, Newport Beach, California, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Father, I pray for the immediate out-
pouring of Your Holy Spirit on our Na-
tion and leaders. 

I pray that not one of us will miss 
hearing Your voice today. 

I pray that we would not neglect to 
ask for Your wisdom. 

I pray that we would not make deci-
sions without asking Your guidance. 

Will You go before and behind us? 
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